DAY 1: Who Is God? — Checking the Foundation

Scripture:

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” —Psalm 19:1
“Since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities.. .have been clearly seen.” —Romans
1:20

“In the beginning, God...” —Genesis 1:1

Devotional Thought:

This week, the cross outside our church fell. It didn’t fall because of a storm or because someone
knocked it over. It fell because the wood at the bottom had slowly rotted. From the outside, it
still looked strong—but underneath, it was weak and falling apart.

That picture hits hard. Because sometimes, people can look strong in their faith on the outside —
going to church, saying the right things —but inside, they’re not really connected to God. Their
faith isn’t deep. It's weak at the foundation.

So, what makes someone strong in their faith? It all starts with who we believe God is.

What we believe about God is the most important part of our faith. If we don’t really understand
who God is, the rest of our faith can easily fall apart. God isn’t just a tradition or a nice idea. He
is real. He is holy, personal, powerful, and full of love. He shows us who He is through creation
—but most clearly through Jesus and the Bible.

Our faith isn’t built on going to church or just calling ourselves Christians. It’s built on really
knowing, loving, and trusting God — just as He has revealed Himself.

Ask Yourself:
e Do Ireally know God—or just know facts about Him?
e Is He the foundation of my life—or just something I add to it?

* Do I treat God with respect and love —or just assume He’s always there?

Take Action:

Spend 10 minutes today in quiet prayer. Don’t ask God for anything — just focus on who He is.
Then read Psalm 19 out loud. Look at how amazing creation is and remember the God who made
it. After that, write down what you believe about God. Be honest. Where are you strong? Where
do you need to grow?

Prayer Prompt:

God, help me see if I’ve been building my life on anything besides You. You are the foundation I
need. Keep me from just going through the motions. Help me know You better, trust You deeper,
and love You more. Amen.



DAY 2: Who Is Jesus? — Holding the Cross, Not Just Hanging It

Scripture:
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” —John 1:14
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” —Colossians 1:15

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me.”
—Luke 9:23

Devotional Thought:

When the cross outside our church fell, it was more than just a broken piece of wood. It made us
think deeply. It looked fine on the outside —but the inside had rotted away. The foundation was
weak.

That’s what can happen in our lives, too. Sometimes Jesus is part of our habits or our culture, but
not really the center of our lives.

Jesus isn’t just a good man or a wise teacher. He is God, who became human to save us. But
even though we might talk about Jesus or wear a cross necklace, we don’t always live the way
He calls us to. Jesus said to follow Him, we must take up our cross every day. That means we let
go of our own way and choose His way.

In Matthew 7, Jesus warned that many people will say, “Lord, Lord,” but He will say, “I never
knew you.” That’s a warning: it’s not enough to look like a Christian—we need to truly follow
Jesus with our hearts and lives.

Ask Yourself:
e Do I trust the real Jesus—or just a version that fits what I want?
*  Am/ living the way Jesus teaches—or just admiring His words?
*  What would it really look like to carry my cross today?

Take Action:

Imagine yourself standing on the spot where the church’s cross used to stand. Think about how
the outside looked strong—but the inside was weak. Then read Philippians 2:5—11 and think
about how Jesus showed humility, obedience, and power. Ask Him to help your life show the real
meaning of the cross.

Prayer Prompt:
Jesus, I'm sorry for treating the cross like just a symbol. You died for me—and You also call me
to live for You. Make my faith strong and real. I want to follow You fully. Amen.



DAY 3: Living Under the Cross — Not Just Near It

Scripture:

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
—Romans 12:2

“Be holy, because I am holy.” —1 Peter 1:16

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” —Galatians 5:25

Devotional Thought:
When the cross at our church fell, it showed something no one could see at first—the base had
rotted. On the outside, it looked strong. But over time, the weak foundation caused it to fall.

The same thing can happen in our lives.

Some people stay close to Jesus things—they go to church, listen to worship music, maybe even
read a Bible verse now and then—but they don’t let Jesus truly lead their hearts. On the outside,
everything might look fine. But God cares most about what’s happening inside.

Living a life that pleases God—starts when we let the Holy Spirit change us from the inside out.
This is what sanctification is all about: giving our whole heart to God and letting Him truly
change us.

This isn’t about looking good or following a bunch of rules. It’s about having a real relationship
with God. Sanctification means we give all of ourselves to God—not just in what we say, but in
how we think, act, and live.

Ask Yourself:
*  Am/ letting God’s Spirit change the way I think and live?

* Do I see sanctification as something only super-Christians do—or something God wants
for me, too?

e  If someone looked at the foundation of my life, would they see trust in God—or
something else?

Take Action:

Ask God to show you what’s really going on inside your heart—not what people see, but what’s
hidden. Think of one area where you know something is wrong (like anger, jealousy, pride, or
laziness). Write it down, then talk to God about it. Ask Him to clean it up and help you grow
stronger.

Prayer Prompt:

Father, I don’t want to just look like I'm close to You—I want to be close to You. Help me be
real. Show me where I need to change, and give me the strength to live for You from the inside
out. Amen.



